
Romans 12:17-21
5th Sunday after Pentecost June 28,2026

Giovanni Pistone PL, Johnson Yeboah, Jeanne Rossi

Before the service
Welcome. While the congregation gathers, let us sing our first prayer.

UMH 527 Do, Lord, Remember Me (no score available)

Welcome
Welcome, members of this community, and welcome, visitors. This is the Service of the English
Speaking Congregation of the Waldensian and Methodist Church of Turin. It is the 5th Sunday
after Pentecost and we are led to celebrate the Spirit of God and the Church of Jesus Christ by
reading from Luke and the Letter of Paul to the Romans. We will have the Holy Communion.
Those serving today are: Giovanni Pistone, local preacher; Johnson Yeboah, liturgist; Jeanne
Rossi, music; Marco Schellembaum, elder.

Let us invoke the presence of God with a hymn.

UMH 577 God of Grace and God of Glory (score available)

Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
O Lord, Lord of Grace and Lord of Glory, we come into your presence. We know your Grace
comes with your Judgment. We pray first with your followers joining in the Lord’s Prayer, and
then with the pilgrims to Jerusalem in Psalm 42.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.

Responsive Reading: Psalm 42:1–6 (UMH p. 777)

Let us sing our surrender to the Grace.

UMH 354 I Surrender All (score available)

Now we are ready to receive the Word of God.

Reading
Luke 6:36-42 37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and
you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be
given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be
put into your lap, for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 39 He
also told them a parable: “Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will not both
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fall into a pit? 40 A disciple is not above the teacher, but every disciple who is fully
qualified will be like the teacher. 41 Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye
but do not notice the log in your own eye? 42 Or how can you say to your neighbor,
‘Friend, let me take out the speck in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log in
your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you
will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.

Thank you for the reading. These are wonderful Words of Life.

UMH 600 Wonderful Words of Life (score available)

Sermon
Romans 12:17-21 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is
noble in the sight of all. 18 If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably
with all. 19 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God,
for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 Instead, “if your
enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for
by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21 Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good.

The text assigned for preaching today is from Paul’s Letter to the Romans. The Valdesian Church
of Turin follows a lectionary derived from the Lutheran German lectionary. Texts are chosen
according to the liturgical calendar. This Sunday is the 5th Sunday after Pentecost. Pentecost is
the time of the Spirit, the time of the Church — the season in which the gathered community is
called to live out the life given to it at its birth. The text itself belongs to the Church’s universal
teaching, not addressed to a particular crisis or congregation alone, but to the whole Body of
Christ across time and place. Let us reread it carefully, to identify its intended impact — the
precise meaning Paul wishes to convey. Because we are not the Church of Rome, and this is not
the year 57 AD. We are the ESC of the Valdensian Church of Turin, this is 2026 AD, and I am
not the apostle Paul. The very unlikely fact that this old letter still teaches us something is itself
a confession of faith that we are making in this liturgy. We confess ourselves to be followers of
Jesus through a very long chain of witnesses, beginning with Paul and provisionally ending with
the local preacher Giovanni. It is, in its own way, a sort of miracle.

“Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all.” The
saying is only apparently simple. It does not forbid proportional vengeance the way a law forbids
a crime — as if the problem were merely one of excess. It does something more radical: it provides
a better substitute, a higher logic altogether. It means: do not consider the interaction with your
enemy settled by an equal exchange of damages, as if justice were a set of scales that must be
balanced blow for blow. Instead, find what is right and fitting to do — what is καλός, beautiful
and admirable — in the face of everybody and of God. The word καλός — noble, beautiful —
stands in direct contrast to κακός — evil, base. The horizon is not private satisfaction but public
and divine visibility. What would look noble before all witnesses, human and divine? Is that
not more important than what looks like perfect justice? We know this discussion well. Open
any newspaper on any day. But that application is not fully what Paul intends, because Paul
is not talking about justice as practiced by the magistrate. He is talking about the life of the
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community. The next statement clarifies this.

“If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.” This is a first qualification
of what noble conduct looks like in practice. Paul is not naive. The double condition — if it is
possible, so far as it depends on you — acknowledges that peace is not always achievable, that
the other party has their own will, and that the Christian cannot control outcomes. What the
Christian can control is his own disposition and initiative. The responsibility for peacemaking
rests fully on this side of the relationship. If peace fails, let it not be because of us. This is also
common wisdom — what we all say to children who are crying because other children pushed
them around in the garden. First, defend yourself if you must; second, ask them to stop; third,
never be the first to start the fight. The difficult thing is to explain to the children why. Paul’s
explanation is not common wisdom at all. It refers directly to God. It is prophetic speech.

“Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, Vengeance
is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” The word Beloved — in Greek ἀγαπητοί, the vocative plural
of ἀγαπητός, a verbal adjective meaning those who have been loved — hits hard precisely because
it is unexpected and personal. The child asks “Why?” and the mother answers: “Because I am
your mother.” The command does not come first. The relationship comes first. Reading a text
like this, we are automatically placed in a passive-learner attitude — the do-this-to-be-good
mode, the posture of the student before the moral instructor. We expect the tone of obligation,
of requirement, of law. But Paul pivots entirely. He says in effect: do that because you have
been called, because you are already loved, because you are God’s people. The command is
embedded in an identity, not imposed on a stranger. In theological terms, Grace precedes and
supersedes justice. The ethic does not produce the relationship; the relationship produces the
ethic. This is a profound point, because critical thought tells us exactly the opposite: that
ethical behavior is what produces good relations. Paul reverses the order entirely. The ground
for releasing vengeance is not optimism about human nature, nor a sentimental hope that the
enemy will eventually come around. It is something far sturdier: the confidence that God sees,
that God judges, and that God will repay. To give room to the wrath of God is an act of faith —
vacating the seat of judgment because you trust that the Judge is already there, and is infinitely
more competent than you are. The term wrath translates the Greek ὀργή — a feminine noun,
not much used in everyday language today. It means something close to anger, but precisely a
settled, principled anger: slow-building, morally grounded, persistent. It stands in contrast to
θυμός — passion, fury, fierce emotion, sudden, intense, quickly spent. ὀργή is not a tantrum.
It is the steady, accumulated response of one who has seen everything and forgotten nothing.
In Italian we have the expression ira di Dio — wrath of God — sometimes contracted into the
single word iradiddio. I was born in 1943, while the British were bombing Turin. In my earliest
clear memories I am five years old, my younger brother has just been born, and we are living
in a small apartment shared with two other families. I remember my parents using the word
iradiddio to mean exactly that: something coming like a flood, unstoppable, for which someone
is ultimately responsible, and in which you must act wisely to save yourself and those you love.
That childhood memory is not far from what Paul means. God’s ὀργή is not capricious. It is the
overwhelming, inevitable consequence of a moral order that holds.

“If your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink, for by
doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” This is a further and paradoxical example
of what is noble in the sight of all. The image of burning coals is proverbial — Paul quotes almost
literally from Proverbs 25:21–22: If your enemy is hungry, feed him bread; and if he is thirsty,
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give him water to drink; for you are heaping coals on his head, and the Lord will reward you. The
precise meaning of the coals has been debated across centuries of interpretation. Does it speak
of the enemy’s shame and awakening conscience — the burning flush of a heart convicted by
unexpected kindness? Or of the eschatological judgment that generous love accumulates against
the unrepentant? Perhaps both are in view. What is certain is that Paul does not call for a
mild, cautious, merely non-retaliatory posture. He calls for active, creative, even extravagant
goodness directed precisely at the one who has done harm. Evil is not met with neutrality but
with an overwhelming counter-movement of good. Significantly, Paul omits the final line of the
Proverbs text — the Lord will reward you. The reward clause disappears. The action must not
be calculated for personal benefit. It is oriented entirely toward the other.

“Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” This is the summary and climax of
the entire passage. The verb is worth noting: overcome — νίκα in Greek, conquer. This is the
language of victory, not of resignation. The Christian is not called to passive endurance but to
an active, conquering goodness that displaces evil rather than merely avoiding it.

It is a difficult but inspiring teaching, directed first to the ancient Jews and Gentile converts in
Rome, and now to us. We can receive it as a basis for personal and communal renewal. The
key insight is that right behavior must flow from the prior acceptance that we are beloved —
and because of that, we are called to maintain and share this grace with others, including our
enemies. One thing remains to be said. Where does this teaching come from? Since Paul is
speaking, we might assume it comes directly from Christ. But for some reason Paul does not say
so — he quotes the book of Proverbs, from the Old Testament. On the side of what to avoid, he
implicitly corrects the well-known principle of Leviticus 24:19–20: fracture for fracture, eye for
eye, tooth for tooth — the lex talionis, proportional justice as the limit of retaliation. Does this
mean Paul’s knowledge of the Gospel is somehow limited, that the old ways still constrain him?
Not at all. If you look at this Sunday’s Gospel reading, you will find that Jesus himself, in Luke
6:36–42, preaches themes drawn directly from the same Old Testament tradition — including the
Leviticus text. The continuity is deliberate. The gospel does not abolish Israel’s scripture; it
fulfills it, pressing its deepest wisdom to its ultimate conclusion. It is important today to witness
that the contemporary Church is a legitimate part of Jesus’ discipleship — through the practice
of the Lord’s Supper, through the Sunday Liturgy of the Word, through the inheritance of the
apostolic witness, and through the continuing fulfillment of the ancient promises of Israel. We
stand at the end of a long chain. And by God’s grace, the chain holds.

Amen

Offerings
Lord God, we were hungry and you fed us, we were enemies and you loved us. We bring these
gifts not to earn your favor but because we have already received it. Amen.

Doxology UMH 621 Be Present at Our Table, Lord (score available)

Holy Communion
From aposlte Paul we receive the institution of the Lord’s Supper as an Holy Communion.
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1 Corinthians 11:23-26 _23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to
you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for[a]
you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way he took the cup also, after
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Lord Jesus Christ, at this table you show us what overcoming evil with good truly means — As
we receive this bread and this cup, make us what we eat. Everyone who hopes in Jesus Christ is
invited to join us at the Lord’s Table.

UMH 618 Let Us Break Bread Toghether (no score available)

Distribution, Prayer, Sign of Peace

Notices, Intercessions, and Personal Prayers
Hymn by congregation’s choice

Blessing (sing Amen)
Go Now in Peace

Preacher: G. Pistone Liturgist: J. Yeboah Music: J. Rossi Elder: M. Schellembaum
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