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Psalm 37
Of David.

Do not fret because of the wicked;
do not be envious of wrongdoers,

?for they will soon fade like the grass
and wither like the green herb.

? Trust in the Lord and do good;
lwe in the land and enjoy security.
4 Take delight in the Lord,
and he will give you the desires of your heart.

> Commit your way to the Lord;
trust in him, and he will act.

b He will make your vindication shine like the light
and the justice of your cause like the noonday.

"Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him;
do not fret over those who prosper in their way,
over those who carry out evil devices.

8 Refrain from anger and forsake wrath.
Do not fret—it leads only to evil.
YFor the wicked shall be cut off,
but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land.

10Yet a little while, and the wicked will be no more;

though you look diligently for their place, they will not be there.
" But the meek shall inherit the land

and delight themselves in abundant prosperity.

12 The wicked plot against the righteous
and gnash their teeth at them,

3but the Lord laughs at the wicked,
for he sees that their day is coming.

Y4 The wicked draw the sword and bend their bows
to bring down the poor and needy,



to kill those who walk uprightly;
5their sword shall enter their own heart,
and their bows shall be broken.

16 Better is a little that the righteous person has
than the abundance of many wicked.

"For the arms of the wicked shall be broken,
but the Lord upholds the righteous.

8The Lord knows the days of the blameless,
and their heritage will abide forever;
Ythey are not put to shame in evil times;
in the days of famine they have abundance.

20 But the wicked perish,
and the enemies of the Lord are like the glory of the pastures;
they vanish—Iike smoke they vanish away.

*I'The wicked borrow and do not pay back,
but the righteous are generous and keep giving;
“?surely those blessed by the Lord shall inherit the land,
but those cursed by him shall be cut off.

23 Qur steps are made firm by the Lord
when he delights in our way;

“though we stumble, we shall not fall headlong,
for the Lord holds us by the hand.

2T have been young and now am old,
yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken
or their children begging bread.

“6They are ever giving liberally and lending,
and their children become a blessing.

?"Depart from evil, and do good;
so you shall abide forever.
“8 For the Lord loves justice;
he will not forsake his faithful ones.
The righteous shall be kept safe forever,
but the children of the wicked shall be cut off.

?YThe righteous shall inherit the land
and live in it forever.

30 The mouths of the righteous utter wisdom,
and their tongues speak justice.
1 The law of their God is in their hearts;



their steps do not slip.

%2 The wicked watch for the righteous
and seek to kill them.
33 The Lord will not abandon them to their power
or let them be condemned when they are brought to trial.

% Wait for the Lord and keep to his way,
and he will exalt you to inherit the land;
you will look on the destruction of the wicked.

¥ ] have seen the wicked oppressing
and towering like a cedar of Lebanon.

36 Again I passed by, and they were no more;
though I sought them, they could not be found.

" Mark the blameless and behold the upright,
for there is posterity for the peaceable.

38 But transgressors shall be altogether destroyed;
the posterity of the wicked shall be cut off.

' The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord;
he is their refuge in the time of trouble.

40The Lord helps them and rescues them;
he rescues them from the wicked and saves them
because they take refuge in him.

Hebrews 13:1-3

I Let mutual affection continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that
some have entertained angels without knowing it. * Remember those who are in prison, as though
you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves were being
tortured.

Appendix: John Calvin’s Commentary on Hebrews 13:1-3

1. Let brotherly love, etc. Probably he gave this command respecting brotherly love, because
a secret hatred arising from the haughtiness of the Jews was threatening to rend the Churches.
But still this precept is generally very needful, for nothing flows away so easily as love; when
everyone thinks of himself more than he ought, he will allow to others less than he ought; and
then many offenses happen daily which cause separations.

He calls love brotherly, not only to teach us that we ought to be mutually united together by
a peculiar and an inward feeling of love, but also that we may remember that we cannot be
Christians without being brethren; for he speaks of the love which the household of faith ought
to cultivate one towards another inasmuch as the Lord has bound them closer together by the
common bond of adoption. It was therefore a good custom in the primitive Church for Christians



to call one another brothers; but now the name as well as the thing itself is become almost
obsolete, except that the monks have appropriated to themselves the use of it when neglected by
others, while at the same time they show by their discords and intestine factions that they are
the children of the evil one.

2. Be not forgetful to entertain strangers, etc. This office of humanity has also nearly
ceased to be properly observed among men; for the ancient hospitality, celebrated in histories, is
unknown to us, and Inns now supply the place of accommodations for strangers. But he speaks
not so much of the practice of hospitality as observed then by the rich; but he rather commends
the miserable and the needy to be entertained, as at that time many were fugitives who left their
homes for the name of Christ.

And that he might commend this duty the more, he adds, that angels had sometimes been
entertained by those who thought that they received only men. I doubt not but that this is to
be understood of Abraham and Lot; for having been in the habit of showing hospitality, they
without knowing and thinking of any such thing, entertained angels; thus their houses were in no
common way honored. And doubtless God proved that hospitality was especially acceptable to
him, when he rendered such a reward to Abraham and to Lot. Were any one to object and say,
that this rarely happened; to this the obvious answer is, — That not mere angels are received,
but Christ himself, when we receive the poor in his name. In the words in Greek there is a
beautiful alliteration which cannot be set forth in Latin.

3. Remember them that are in bonds, or, Be mindful of the bound, etc. There is
nothing that can give us a more genuine feeling of compassion than to put ourselves in the place
of those who are in distress; hence he says, that we ought to think of those in bonds as though
we were bound with them. What follows the first clause, As being yourselves also in the body,
is variously explained. Some take a general view thus, “Ye are also exposed to the same evils,
according to the common lot of humanity;” but others give a more restricted sense, “As though ye
were in their body.” Of neither can I approve, for I apply the words to the body of the Church,
so that the meaning would be this, “Since ye are members of the same body, it behooves you to
feel in common for each other’s evils, that there may be nothing disunited among you.”

Source: John Calvin, Commentary on the Epistle to the Hebrews, trans. John Owen (Edinburgh.:
Calvin Translation Society, 1853), on Hebrews 13:1-3. Public domain text via the Christian
Classics Ethereal Library (ccel.org), as reproduced at biblehub.com/commentaries/calvin/he-
brews/13.htm.
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